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A profound shift away from Californiaõs more transient and migrant-dependent past will soon produce the stateõs þrst generation of adults 
whose majority will be native-born, researchers at USC said in a study released Monday. More than 70% of Californians ages 15 to 24 were 
born and raised in the state, according to the report, “The New Homegrown Majority in California.” By contrast, nearly two-thirds of state 
residents 45 to 54 years old were born out of state.

The change has far-reaching implications for everything from investment in the public education system to who will buy retiring baby 
boomers’ homes and shoulder the burden of future taxes, said Dowell Myers, one of the study’s principal authors. “It’s a sea change in 
demography but also in political perceptions,” Myers said. “We’ve transformed from being a state of migrants to a settled state of native 
Californians. “We’re basically becoming more self-reliant on who we have here. And we’re going to be prospering or suffering on who we 
have here.”

Signiþcantly -- and in contrast to the past -- the emerging homegrown majority will have been shaped entirely by their life experience 
in California, notably their schooling, the report says. “They are products of the school system, for better or for worse,” Myers said. The 
younger generation of native-born Californians is more likely to support higher taxes for public services and to stick around to return the 
state’s investment in their education, the study said.

The recent trends, which cut across racial and ethnic groups, mark a reversal in losses of native-born Californians during the recession of the 
1990s. Among other things, the shift may reÿect a more family-anchored culture among fast-growing Latino and Asian groups and a greater 
desire to remain rooted near relatives, the study suggests. California natives now are more inclined to remain in their home state than 
residents of 45 other states, the report says. Cultural ties may be one factor. But across the country today more people are staying put for a 
combination of reasons, said D’Vera Cohn, who has studied the trends for the Pew Research Center. An aging population, the complexity of 
moving families when both parents work and the recession all appear to play a role, she said.

More California natives are staying put

Source: Los Angeles Times (04/21/09)
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